New findings in the behavioral profile of young FraX females.
Nine girls, with a 50% risk to be carrier of the FMR-1 gene and who attended normal school and did not have a mentally retarded fraX relative, were selected to exclude influences of external factors. These subjects were submitted to an extensive neurocognitive and psychiatric evaluation before molecular analysis of their FMR-1 status was done to obtain completely unbiased results. The findings of this study suggest that differentiation according to the FMR-1 status may be more significant at the neurocognitive level than at the behavioral level and support the hypothesis that behavioral problems are more influenced by external factors than by the FMR-1 carrier state.